
Let’s talk about art!
Easy language texts and exercises related 
to works in the Ateneum Art Museum
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Foreword
People often use beautiful words to talk about art and museums, but the meaning 
of the words can remain unclear. Finnish language teachers visiting the Ateneum in 
the Kaikuu – Learning Finnish with the Ateneum project told us how difficult it is to 
find easy language texts about art and museums. We therefore set out to improve 
access to the world of art and museums for everyone by writing easy language 
materials with exercises.

While the booklet was primarily aimed for adult learners of Finnish, we hope the 
texts and exercises will also prove to be useful for others who may benefit from 
easy language materials. The purpose of these materials is to support holistic 
language learning and use: to strengthen learners’ command of vocabulary, 
grammatical structure, listening comprehension, reading, writing and speaking. 
A parallel purpose is to foster active participation, to help learners express their 
opinions, views and feelings.

The material in the booklet is structured around individual artworks, and always 
follows the same pattern:

1. The group examines the work of art together.
2. The teacher asks questions in plain language using the VTS method (Visual 

Thinking Strategies, https://ateneum.fi/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/09/
Kaikuu-handbook-F1.pdf

a. What is going on in this picture?
b. Why? What do you think?
c. Anything else?

3. Working in pairs, the group members read the text in the booklet aloud. The 
meaning of any new words is examined with the help of one’s pair, the glossary 
and the teacher.

4. Continuing to work in pairs, members write down answers to the text 
comprehension exercises.

5. The pairs wrap up the session by discussing their own life as inspired by the 
artwork in question.

If the group does not consist of language learners, the pictures, texts and 
questions can be used as a basis for collective discussion and reflection.

The materials can be used before or after a visit to the museum, or even without 
a visit if the group cannot go to the museum. The booklet includes a short easy 
language glossary and a text, I Think, to encourage discussion.

We hope that the texts and exercises will inspire others to write more museum-
related easy language texts. It would be a welcome contribution to easy-language 
interaction in museums!

Karoliina Arola, Mariia Niskavaara and Satu Itkonen 
Kaikuu – Learning Finnish with the Ateneum

https://ateneum.fi/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/09/Kaikuu-handbook-F1.pdf
https://ateneum.fi/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2021/09/Kaikuu-handbook-F1.pdf
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The texts were written by Karoliina Arola, Anna Pöppönen, Satu Itkonen and  
Mariia Niskavaara from the public programming unit in the Ateneum, and students 
of Finnish at the Institute of Adult Education in Helsinki: Anchalee Saetia,  
Olga Platonova and Eva Jankovska.

We wish to extend our warmest thanks to the following persons for important  
and fruitful discussions and comments that helped us to develop our easy  
language materials:

Students and teachers of Finnish who participated in the Kaikuu project:  
Kai Kirsipuu, Ramona Lepik, Outi Mikkonen, Ilona Raasakka, Jarna-Maija Malka,  
Sara Myllylä, Tea Tetri, Kia Lindberg, Anni Oikari-Ketola, Paula Hongisto and  
Nuppu Tuononen / Institute of Adult Education in Helsinki

Tanja Kanttikoski, Tiina Lukkarinen, Eini Koivisto and Katri Karlsson / Stadin AO, 
Helsinki Vocational College and Adult Institute

Virpi Kanniainen, Anita Alamaunu and Amanda Hakoköngäs / Aine Art Museum

Sanna Kattelus, Leena Ohraniemi, Minna Heinonen, Vera Lehtomäki,  
Riikka Kaivola-Häyry, Henni Mäntylä and Soile Haapala / Seinäjoki Museums

Elina Teitti and Minna Autio / Kunsthalle Seinäjoki

Annabe Kajetski, Heidi Mikkola, Erica Othman, Anja Olavinen, Mari Jalkanen,  
Eljas Suvanto, Johannes Murto, Marja Sakari and everyone else in Ateneum staff
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Museum glossary in plain English

Museum

Exhibition
A place where objects, pictures or other things
are kept on show so people can look at them

Temporary exhibition
An exhibition that is on show for a short time only

Collection
A group of pictures or objects someone has gathered to keep

Collection exhibition
An exhibition of objects or things that all belong to the same collection

Gallery
A room in a museum where things are on show

Work of art

Work of art
A picture or an object made by an artist

Painting
A picture made with paints, a painted picture

 

Sculpture
A work of art in three dimensions (height, width, depth)
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Drawing
A picture that is drawn, usually with a pencil or a pen

Graphic art
Pictures that are drawn and printed (made in many copies). 
There are many techniques for making graphic art.

Portrait
A picture or an image of a person

Self-portrait
A picture that the artist has made of himself or herself.
Sometimes the artist uses a mirror to help make the portrait.

 

Landscape painting
A painted picture of a place outside

Still life
A picture of objects that are arranged into a group
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History painting
A picture of something that happened a long time ago in the past

Oil painting
A picture created with oil paint

Watercolour
A picture created with watercolours

Muted colours
When you mix many clear colours together 
and the result is a darker, lighter or a dull colour, 
then we call them muted colours.

Reductive
The same as simplified; the picture does not show all the details

Copy
A drawing or painting that imitates another picture

Outlines
Lines around the edges of something in a picture

People

Artist
A person who makes art

Painter
An artist who paints pictures

Sculptor
An artist who makes works of art 
that have three dimensions (heights, width, depth).
Works of art created by sculptors are sometimes called statues.
A sculptor often uses stone, metal or wood to make art.

Printmaker, or graphic artist
An artist who makes art by drawing pictures and printing them.
A printmaker is an artist who makes art prints.
There are many ways to make prints.
Usually the artist first makes a drawing on some material like metal or wood.
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Then thick ink is rubbed into the picture, 
which is then pressed onto paper.
The ink sticks to the paper and the picture becomes visible.
The same picture can be printed many times.

Museum guide
A person who works in a museum and talks with visitors 
and tells them about the objects and pictures in the museum.

Curator
A person who develops an idea for an exhibition 
and decides what it will contain.

Conservator
A person who knows all about the materials artworks are made from, 
and who fixes artworks if they are damaged.

Museum technician
A person who builds exhibitions in a museum.

Exhibition attendant
A person who makes sure that museum visitors and artworks are safe.
The attendant also helps visitors.
The attendant is there to make sure 
that no one touches the art or the objects in the museum.

Art critic
A person who views and thinks about art and writes about it.

Images: Graphic Art: Finnish National Gallery / Hannu Pakarinen. Other images: Papunet image bank, 

Papunet.net, Sergio Palao / ARASAAC, Paxtoncrafts Charitable Trust, Sclera and Kuvako.

Exercise
•	 Are there other important words used in a museum?
•	 Consider how you might explain the words in plain English.
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I Think…

It is important to say what you think.
The teacher, museum guide or someone else asks: “What do you think?”
Your thoughts and ideas are interesting to them.

It is OK to disagree with someone, even a friend.
People like different things.

How can you say what you think?
Here are some ways that you can do it:   I think that…
   In my opinion…
   For me…
   I like…
   I don’t like…

If you agree, you can say:   That’s what I think too!
   I agree with you.

If you disagree, you can say:   I disagree. I think that…

And when you ask another person:   What do you think?
you can start an interesting conversation.

Let’s talk about art!
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Keywords: person, celebration, food, feelings, love, family, friendship, music

The title of this picture, or painting, is The Bride’s Song. 
It was painted by Gunnar Berndtson in the year 1881.
It is 66 centimetres high and 82.5 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Gunnar Berdtson was born in 1854 
and he died in 1895.
He was a Finnish artist.

The picture shows a celebration in Paris 
over a hundred years ago. 
It is a wedding party.

Parties are often full of people, 
good food, talk, laughter and music. 
It is fun to be together.
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The central person in the picture 
is a young woman in a white dress.
She is the bride who just got married.
She is now a wife, 
and maybe she will soon become mother.

She is thanking the wedding guests 
by singing a song.
A young man is looking at her.
From the way he is gazing at her 
you can tell that he loves her.
He must be her bridegroom.

Gunnar Berndtson painted the picture in Paris, 
where he studied and where he was very happy.
Many artists lived in Paris in those times.

Glossary

Bride a woman who is about to get married
Gazing  when you look at something
Bridegroom  a man who is about to get married

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What is going on in this picture?

Who is the woman in the white dress?

What is the young man doing?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 What kind of a party is fun?
•	 Do you sing?
•	 Do you play an instrument?
•	 Do you dance?
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Keywords: person, journey, nature, animals, feelings, friendship, family, food, party, 
leisure time

The title of this picture, or painting, is A Rest on the Way to the Fair.
It was painted by Gunnar Berndtson in the year 1886.
It is 85.5 centimetres high and 117.5 centimetres wide.
It was painted with tempera on canvas.

The mood in this picture is relaxed.
The people in the picture are on their way to a fair 
– or they are returning from a fair.

A fair is a place where you can buy and sell
all kinds of things and food.
There are lots of people at a fair, and lots of talk.

The day of a fair is not an ordinary weekday.
There are lots of interesting things to look at and to buy, 
some things are necessary, some other are unnecessary.

The people in this picture are taking a break.
They are eating bread and a pretzel.
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They are talking and smiling.
One man smokes a pipe.
The horse is also taking a rest and eating hay.

The people are by a river.
The place is beautiful and green.
On the left, a man fishing.
No one is in a hurry.

Glossary

Fair a place where people come to sell and buy 
all kinds of things, and also to have fun

Mood  a feeling or a state of mind, as when 
people are feeling happy

Necessary  something that you need, something that you can use
Unnecessary  something that is not necessary
Pretzel  a kind of bread in the form of a knot
Pipe  The man in the middle is holding a pipe.
 It is used to smoke tobacco.
Hay  A green plant that grows on the ground. 
 Hay is food for horses and other animals.

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What does the title of this picture mean?

What things are in a fair?

What do people do when they take a break?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 What is a good day for you? What do you do on a good day?
•	 What makes you glad and happy?
•	 Who do you like to talk with?
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Keywords: person, childhood memory, feelings, home, silence, love

The title of this picture, or painting, is The Convalescent.
It was painted by Helene Schjerfbeck in the year 1888.
It is 92 centimetres high and 107 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Helene Schjerfbeck was born in 1862 
and she died in 1946.
She was a Finnish artist.

There is a child in the picture,
who sits and looks at a twig.
The child is a convalescent.
Convalescent means being sick, but getting better.

The child’s hair is untidy and cheeks are red.
Maybe this child has a fever?



14

The room is interesting.
There is plenty of sunlight.
There is a bookshelf with lots of books.
There are also books on the table and under the table.

The room is in England, in a village called St Ives.
The artist lived there for a short time.

Glossary

Twig  a thin branch of a tree or shrub
Convalesce, recover to get well again
Convalescent  a person who has been sick and is getting well

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What is the title of this picture?

What is going on in this picture?

What things can you see in the room?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 Do you like this picture? Why?
•	 Is the child in the picture feeling hot or cold?
•	 Do you have a nice childhood memory, a memory from when you were little? 

Tell it to your pair!
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Museum Director Marja Sakari. Photo Jenni Nurminen / Finnish National Gallery.

Museum director’s favourite painting

The Convalescent is also the favourite painting of Marja Sakari,
who is the director of the Ateneum Art Museum:

Even as a little girl, 
I identified with the child in the picture
who is recovering from illness.
I had measles as a child myself, 
and when I was a convalescent, 
I felt exactly like Schjerfbeck’s painting: 
wrapped up in blankets, 
I could dream of spring and summer.

The director runs the Ateneum Art Museum.
She plans what happens in the museum and when; 
that’s called programming.
She plans the programme 
together with other people working in the museum.

The director keeps an eye on the budget 
to make sure the museum has enough money.
She makes big decisions, 
but first she talks about them with others.
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Marja says that the most fun part of her job 
is working with other people.
She also likes that visitors enjoy the museum and give feedback.

Glossary

Identify with to think or feel the same as another person
Recover  to get well again from an illness
Measles  a serious illness with fever and coughing
Blanket  a large piece of warm material
Wrap up  put a blanket around yourself or someone else

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What is the name of the director of the Ateneum Art Museum?

Why does she think about the painting called The Convalescent?

What does a museum director do?

What does the director of the Ateneum like most about her job?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 What do you think is most fun part of a museum director’s job?
•	 What do you think is the most difficult part of a museum director’s job?
•	 What would you like to say to the director of the Ateneum?
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Keywords: person, city, seasons, nature, animals, home, journey

The title of this picture, or painting, is Annankatu on a Cold Winter Morning.
It was painted by Magnus von Wright in the year 1868.
It is 36 centimetres high and 54 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Magnus von Wright was born in 1805 
and he died in 1868.
He was a Finnish artist.

Magnus von Wright loved nature and animals.
He painted many landscapes.
A landscape is a picture that shows a view of nature or a city.

Magnus von Wright lived in Helsinki 
and he liked to paint pictures from Helsinki.
This picture shows a street in the centre of Helsinki.
The name of the street is Annankatu.
Have you ever been there?

Helsinki has changed a lot.
There are very few wooden houses left today.
Many buildings in Helsinki are high apartment blocks.
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It is winter in this picture.
It is really cold.
There is a lot of snow 
and people are wearing warm clothes.

Glossary

Wooden house  a house made of wood

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

When did Magnus von Wright paint this picture?

Where was the picture painted?

How has Helsinki changed?

It is cold in the picture. How can you tell?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 What words can you find in the picture?
•	 Do you like winter?
•	 What is your favourite season (winter, spring, summer, autumn)?
•	 In your opinion, what is a nice place in Helsinki?
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Keywords: person, journey, nature, seasons, animals, feelings

The title of this picture, or painting, is Road in Häme (A Hot Summer Day).
It was painted by Werner Holmberg in the year 1860.
It is 88 centimetres high and 102 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Werner Holmberg was born in 1830 and he died in 1860.
He was a Finnish landscape painter.

This picture shows people travelling on a road.
Travelling used to be slow in the old days.
A horse pulled a cart.
Roads were narrow and winding.
They were not straight and wide.

It is a hot summer day in the picture.
It has not rained for a long time.
The land is dry.
You can see dust in the air.
The sun is shining brightly.



20

Artist Werner Holmberg travelled a lot.
He studied in the town of Düsseldorf in Germany.
He painted this landscape picture there, 
even though it shows a scene in Finland.
Maybe he missed Finland?

Glossary

Cart  a strong open vehicle with wheels to 
carry people, animals or goods

Winding  not straight, with curves and bends
Narrow  not wide
Dust  fine, dry powder in the air, like sand

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What is going on in this picture?

How can you tell it is hot in the picture?

How can you tell that the picture was made a long time ago?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 Has the journey in the picture been going for a long time?
•	 Where are the people going?
•	 What do you say to the travellers in the picture?
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Keywords: person, journey, feelings, silence, death, holy, nature, seasons, childhood 
memory

The title of this picture, or painting, is A Child’s Funeral.
It was painted by Albert Edelfelt in the year 1879.
It is 120 centimetres high and 204 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Albert Edelfelt was a Finnish artist. 
He was born in 1854 and he died in 1905.

This picture shows people in a boat.
They are rowing, and nobody is talking.
The nature around them is beautiful.
The sun is shining and the sea is calm.
It is not windy or cold.

The people in the picture are serious, 
no one is smiling.
The girl has been crying,
because something sad has happened.
There is a coffin in the boat: 
a child has died.

This picture was painted by artist Albert Edelfelt.
He wanted to create a sad painting.
He had been ill himself 
and his sister had died.
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The picture became famous.
It was shown in an art exhibition in Paris.
When people look at this picture in the museum, 
they are often silent.

Glossary

Funeral  a ceremony, a service held after a person’s death 
in which the person is buried into the ground

Boat  a vehicle that travels on water
Coffin  a box in which dead person is put before being buried
Art exhibition  a place where you can see art pictures 

and objects and learn about them

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What does the title of this picture mean?

What is going on in the picture?

Why did Albert Edelfelt want to paint a sad picture?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 Where are the people in the picture going?
•	 What do you say to the people in the picture?
•	 This picture is sad. What is a happy picture like?
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Keywords: person, friendship, journey, nature, holy, feelings, seasons, food

The title of this picture, or painting, is Women of Ruokolahti on the Church Hill.
It was painted by Albert Edelfelt in the year 1887.
It is 129.5 centimetres high and 158.5 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Albert Edelfelt painted this picture in Ruokolahti, 
it is a place in South Karelia in Finland.
The picture shows ordinary folk from the countryside.
That was a popular thing to paint 
in the late 1800s century.

The picture shows four women in folk costumes.
They are wearing scarves on their heads.
They are talking and sitting on the ground 
in front of a church.

The weather is beautiful.
There are lots of people at the church.
In the old days, 
most people lived in the countryside 
and not in the city.
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For many people, 
Sunday was the only day of the week 
when they did not work.

People used to go to church on Sundays.
There were no cars, so they came in horse carts.
After church, they talked with friends.
There were no phones, so you could not call your friends.

Glossary

Church hill  a high place with a church
Folk  ordinary people
Folk costume  the traditional clothing of people living in 
a certain area

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

When was this picture painted?

Where are the women sitting?

What day of the week is it in the picture?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 What are the women in the picture talking about?
•	 Is there anything familiar in the picture? What is it?
•	 What do you do on your day off?
•	 Who can you speak Finnish / the language of your new home country with?
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Keywords: person, feelings, home, silence, love, family

The title of this picture, or painting, is Mother.
It was painted by Elin Danielson-Gambogi in the year 1893.
It is 95 centimetres high and 57 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Elin Danielson-Gambogi was born in 1861 
and she died in 1919.
She was a Finnish artist.

Anchalee Saetia is a student who studies the Finnish language. 
This is what she wrote about this painting:

I chose this work of art 
because I like its first impression.

The picture shows a mother breastfeeding her baby.
Breast milk is a baby’s first food when it is born.
I think it’s the best food in the world for a baby.
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When you hold a baby in your arms, 
the touch is important.
The baby feels warm and safe.

The mother looks lovingly into the baby’s eyes.

The mother hugs her baby.
The baby remembers the mother’s smell and hears her words.

The mother wants to tell the baby 
that it is not alone, 
mother is here and always with you.
Mother loves you.

All this affects the development of the baby’s brain.

Glossary

First impression  what you think of a person almost in the same 
moment that you meet them for the first time

Breast milk  mother’s milk for a baby
Hug  putting your arms around a person you care about
Brain  the organ inside the head that you think with
Develop  to learn, to grow

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

Why did Anchalee Saetia choose this picture?

What is going on in this picture?

What is breast milk?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 Is there a lot of love in this picture? How can you tell?
•	 Is the mother in the picture rich? Why do you think that?
•	 Is there something in the picture that reminds you of your own home? What is it?
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Keywords: person, city, food, feelings, leisure time

The title of this picture, or painting, is Seated Man at the Table.
It was painted by Elin Danielson-Gambogi in the year 1886.
It is 17.5 centimetres high and 24 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on a wooden board.

Elin Danielson-Gambogi studied in Paris 
and lived in Italy for a long time.
Her husband Raffaello Gambogi was an Italian artist.
Elin Danielson-Gambogi painted many Italian landscapes.
She also taught painting.

In the picture, a man sits at a table.
He is smoking a cigarette 
and looking out the window.
There is also a coffee cup, 
a wine bottle and wine glass on the table.

The man is young and elegant.
He is wearing a nice jacket 
and a white shirt.
He is lost in thought.
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The picture is not sharp.
It is like a moment that passes quickly.
The artist has used a wide brush.
There is a lot of black and white in the picture.

Glossary

Landscape  a painted picture of a place
Painting  a picture that is made by painting with a brush
Brush  a painter’s tool with which he or she creates a picture

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

Who made this picture?

Where did the artist live?

What is the man in the picture like?

What things are on the table?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 What is the man thinking?
•	 What do you want to say to the man?
•	 Do you like the picture?
•	 Does the man need a friend? What kind of a friend?
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Keywords: person, childhood memory, feelings, work, nature, food

The title of this picture, or painting, is Burning the Brushwood.
It was painted by Eero Järnefelt in the year 1893.
It is 131 centimetres high and 164 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Artist Eero Järnefelt was born in 1863 
and died in 1937.
He was a Finnish person.

Olga Platonova is a student who studies the Finnish language.
This is what she wrote about this painting:

I will tell you about this picture.
It was painted by a famous Finnish artist named Eero Järnefelt.
It is called Burning the Brushwood. 
It is one of Eero Järnefelt’s most famous paintings.
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What is going on in the picture?
What are the people doing?
They are cutting down trees 
and then burning them. 
They do it, because they need ash to grow crops.
This is a very old way to grow crops.

In the middle of the picture is a girl.
Her stomach is bloated from hunger.
Some people believe that she is not hungry 
but pregnant instead.
She is wearing dirty old clothes.
Her face is dirty with ash.
Her hair is a mess.

This girl is the only person in the picture 
who looks straight at the viewer, at us.
The girl also draws our attention 
because she is young and seems miserable 
compared to the other people in the picture.
The man next to the girl also looks very thin 
and he is wearing torn clothes like the others, 
who are all adults.

In addition to the girl, 
we also notice the fire in the picture.
The fire is the only bit of bright colour in the painting, 
because everything else in the picture is dark and colourless.
The fire in the middle of the picture 
contrasts with the cool blue lake in the background.

And now I want to tell you a little story.
I read somewhere that the artist painted a picture 
of a girl named Johanna Kokkonen, 
who was 14 years of age.
The girl did not know what the picture would be.
She posed for the artist with her beautifully cut hair.
When she saw the finished picture 
she was very disappointed. 
She even burst into tears.
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Glossary

Bloated  swollen, puffed up
Pregnant when a woman expects a child, has a baby in the belly
Mess  not tidy
Draw attention  makes you interested
Miserable  sad
Torn  when clothes broken or ripped
Contrast to be the opposite, or very different, from something
Cool  cold, not warm
Pose to sit or stand for the artist to make a picture

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What are the people doing in this picture?

What is the girl in the picture like?

Was the girl in the picture happy when she saw the finished painting?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 What is the girl in the picture thinking?
•	 What smells are there in the picture?
•	 Why did the artist Eero Järnefelt make this picture? What did he want to say?
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Keywords: person, love, family, death, silence, sacred, feelings

The title of this picture, or painting, is Lemminkäinen’ Mother.
It was painted by Akseli Gallen-Kallela in the year 1897.
It is 85.5 centimetres high and 108.5 centimetres wide.
It was painted with tempera on canvas.

Akseli Gallen-Kallela was born in 1865 
and he died in 1931.
He was a Finnish artist.

Eva Jankovska is a student who studies the Finnish language. 
This is what she wrote about this painting:

This painting was created in 1897 
by Akseli Gallen-Kallela.
It presents a scene 
from the Finnish national epic, Kalevala.
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The Kalevala is the national epic of Finland, 
created in the 19th century.
It is based on Finnish mythology.
The Kalevala consists of 50 runes.
There is more than one stories in the epic.

Lemminkäinen first appears in rune number 39.
He was originally a mythical, shamanistic figure,
but in the Kalevala he is one of the heroes of war.

In one of the poems, 
Lemminkäinen fights against the black swan of death 
and is drowned 
in the underground river of Tuonela.
His mother looks for her son 
everywhere in heaven and on earth.

This painting shows the scene in the Kalevala 
where Lemminkäinen’s mother has found her son 
and collected all his body parts together.
Now she waits for a messenger from the gods 
– a bee that brings honey 
that will bring her son back to life.

The visualised scene from the Kalevala 
makes this painting special.

Glossary

Tempera  paints that are made by mixing colour with egg yolk
Was created  was made
Scene  a situation that you see in front of your eyes
National epic a book with old and important stories and poems
Consist to have inside, to contain
Rune  a poem that is performed by singing
Appear  come into sight, become visible
Shamanistic supernatural, connected with the spirits
Mythological  something that has to do with old stories and beliefs
Swan  a large white bird, the national bird of Finland
Underground  below the ground under our feet
Body parts  different parts of the human body
Messenger  someone who brings a message
Visualised  made into a picture
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Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What is a national epic?

Which are the two figures in the story who help Lemminkäinen?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 Look at the clothes on the mother in the picture. 
What do the clothes say about her?

•	 Is there something in the picture that you don’t understand?
•	 Is there something familiar in the picture?
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Keywords: person, feelings, silence, love, nature, death, journey

The title of this picture, or painting, is Erik XIV and Karin Månsdotter.
It was painted by Erik Johan Löfgren in the year 1864.
It is 223 centimetres high and 164.5 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Erik Johan Löfgren was born in 1825 
and he died in 1884.
He was a Finnish artist.

A group of Finnish language students 
visit the Ateneum Art Museum with a guide.
They see a painting named Erik XIV and Karin Månsdotter.
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Guide: You stopped to look at this painting.
 Is it an interesting picture?
 Let’s talk about it!
 What can you see in the picture?

Student 1:  They are sad 
 and they are in love.

Student 2:  He is tired.
 There is a big tree behind them (points at the tree).
 It’s a forest...
 They are in a forest.

Guide:  There is a lot of green in the picture, trees and a forest.
 Why do you think the people are sad?

Student 1:  The woman is crying.
 The man does not smile.
 Maybe they are hungry?
 Are they going somewhere?

Student 3:  Yeah, they’re travelling 
 and I can’t see any food.
 But there’s love!

Guide:  True, there is no food.
 And they are not happy.
 Why do you say that there is love in the picture?

Student 3:  He’s resting his head on her leg (pointing at the man).

Student 1:  The queen touches the king’s head.
 She’s thinking and looking at the sky.
 She wishes for something.

Guide:  She pats his head with her hand (pointing at the woman).
 Is he a king?

Student 4:  Yes, and he died...
 no, I mean he will die tomorrow.
 He’s sick.
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Student 5:  The man says: “I have a lot of stress”,
 because he has a really big problem.
 The woman says: “No stress.” (laughter)

Guide:  Oh no, the man has stress!
 Luckily the woman comforts 
 and tells him there is no problem!
 What do you think?

Student 6:  I think the woman has many questions.
 Is this a historical story?

Guide:  Yes, this is a history painting.
 It tells about the history of Finland.
 Do you want to hear a story?

Students:  Yes, tell us!

Guide:  The man in the picture was the King of Sweden 
 and the woman was the Queen of Sweden.
 That was a long time ago, in 1568.
 Finland was then part of Sweden.

 Erik XIV was king for less than three months, 
 then he was imprisoned.
 Erik’s brother became the new king.

 Erik XIV and Karin Månsdotter are sad 
 because they are going to prison.

 It was interesting to talk about this picture with you all!
 Shall we go and see more pictures?
 Tell me which picture you are interested in.
 Then we’ll talk about it.
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Glossary

Point to show with your hand or finger at something
Pat  to touch gently with the hand again and again
Comfort  to make the other person feel better, or calm
History painting a painted picture that tells about the old days
King  a man who rules a country
Queen  a woman who rules a country
Imprison  to put someone in a prison
Prison  a place where they send you if you 

break the law in a serious way
Feeling  joy, sadness, happiness, fear – these are all feelings
XIV fourteenth (14th, 14.)

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What feelings are there in this picture?

Who were Erik XIV and Karin Månsdotter?

What happened to them in the end?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 What do you say to the persons in the picture?
•	 The persons in the picture are in a forest. Do you often 

go to a forest? What do you do in the forest?
•	 Do you like the forest? What’s the best thing about a forest?
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Coordinator Eljas Suvanto. Photo Jenni Nurminen / Finnish National Gallery.

Eljas Suvanto is a coordinator in the Ateneum.
What does a museum coordinator do?
He talks with teachers about guided tours and what the tours will do.
A guided tour is when a group visits a museum with a guide.
They look at art together and talk about it.
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Keywords: person, feelings, home, silence, love, family, journey, work, food

Elias’ favourite work in the Ateneum is Out into the World.
It was painted by Maria Wiik in the year 1889.
It is 69 centimetres high and 61 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Maria Wiik was born in 1853 
and she died in 1928.
She was a Finnish artist.

Eljas Suvanto says:
This picture is interesting in many ways.
It is very impressive and has beautiful colours.
The mood in the picture is tense:
Who is the figure in the dark dress? 
Where is she going?

The title of the picture says 
that someone is going away, out into the world.
She will be far away from home, 
and does not know what will happen in the future.
She waits and hopes, 
and maybe she is also afraid and nervous.
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The traveller is putting on a jacket.
Her bag and hat are waiting.
The two women have had coffee, 
and now it’s time to go.
Behind the curtains the sun is shining.
The world is out there.

A journey means change.
The woman leaves her home.
New things will happen, 
making new memories.
Maybe she will be back soon?
Or maybe not?

Glossary

Impressive  something that makes people think it’s great
Tense  a little nervous
Figure  a person
Traveller someone who travels
Change  something that is new, not the same as old
Memory  something that no longer exists but what we think about

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What does Eljas do for a living?

Why does Eljas like this picture?

What does the title of the picture mean?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 What would you say to the person in the picture who is leaving?
•	 Where would you like to travel?
•	 What makes a place your home?
•	 What things are you good at doing? What could you teach others?
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Johannes Murto works in customer service. Photo Jenni Nurminen / Finnish 
National Gallery.

Johannes Murto is a customer service assistant in the Ateneum.
He sells tickets at the front desk. 
He also answers phone calls, emails 
and questions from visitors.

The first person you meet when you come to a museum 
is often a customer service assistant. 
They greet visitors and advise them.
The assistant takes your coat and bag 
and puts them in storage for the duration of your visit.

The assistant makes sure 
that the artworks in the museum are safe.
He is a friend 
who helps and advises people.

See the painting Johannes loves in museum´s website:  
https://www.kansallisgalleria.fi/en/object/385007

Keywords: city, silence, animals, nature

https://www.kansallisgalleria.fi/en/object/385007
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Johannes’s favourite picture in the Ateneum is Mystical Landscape.
It was painted by Tove Jansson in the year 1930.
It is 61 centimetres high and 152.5 centimetres wide.
It is painted with oil paint on plywood.

Tove Jansson was born in 1914 
and she died in 2001.
She was a Finnish artist.

Johannes Murto says:

I am a great admirer of Tove Jansson 
and of her paintings, drawings and books.
This picture is mystical and dreamlike, 
just like its title says.
It makes you believe in the power of imagination.

The picture is like something out of a storybook.
The feeling is mysterious.
It is night and it is dark.
There is blue light in the picture.

There are mountains, trees and flowers.
You can see many roads and paths.
There is a lighted building and a city behind it.
Is the city Helsinki?

The artist, Tove Jansson, lived in Helsinki.
She liked stories and colours.
Tove Jansson painted pictures 
and wrote books for children and adults.
She lived a happy life.
She loved her work, her friends 
and merry parties.

Jansson is famous 
because she invented the Moomins, 
which are imaginary creatures.
Moomin stories can be very exciting, 
a little bit like this picture.
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Glossary

Mystical  not ordinary, but strange and wonderful
Power  energy, strength
Mysterious  difficult or impossible to understand or explain
Path  a small road, often in a forest or a park
Lighted  a place that has light from a lamp or lamps
Imaginary creature an animal that does not exist in real life

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What does a customer service assistant do in a museum?

Why does Johannes like this picture?

What was Tove Jansson’s life like?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 Do you know what Moomins are? Have you seen pictures of Moomins?
•	 Tove Jansson loved her work as an artist, her friends 

and merry parties. What do you love?
•	 How can you be you in Helsinki/Finland? What nice 

things can you do in your everyday life?
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Museum guide Anna. Photo Jenni Nurminen / Finnish National Gallery.

Anna works as a museum guide in the Ateneum.
A guide takes visitor groups 
to see the museum’s exhibitions.
The guide talks about the pictures 
and discusses them with the group.

Anna has studied cultural history and art history.
That’s why she knows a lot 
about the old days and about pictures.

Anna likes her work 
because she likes art and she likes meeting people.

See the painting Anna loves in museum´s website:  
https://www.kansallisgalleria.fi/en/object/475458

Keywords: food, feelings, home

Anna’s favourite picture in the Ateneum is Still Life by Rafael Wardi.
It was painted in the year 1959.
It is 48 centimetres high and 82 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Rafael Wardi was born in Helsinki in 1928.
He died in 2021.
He was a Finnish artist.

https://www.kansallisgalleria.fi/en/object/475458
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Anna says:

The colours in this picture are lovely.
My eye is always drawn first to pictures 
that have a deep and rich palette.

This picture is a still life. 
It shows objects that were chosen 
and arranged by the artist.
The artist has not given any other title to the work.
He has painted many still lifes.

Many of Rafael Wardi’s works are very colourful.
Many of his works also have lots of yellow in them.
This still life is almost entirely orange.

Glossary

Still life  a picture that shows objects, flowers or 
fruit
Deep colour  strong and dark colour
Rich colour  strong, powerful
Palette all the colours in a painting

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What is Anna’s work in the museum?

Why does Anna like this picture?

What does the title of the picture mean?

What colour does the artist like to use often?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 What are the objects in the picture?
•	 What colours do you like? Why?
•	 Would you like to have this picture in your home? Why/why not?
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Keywords: person, family, home, work, leisure, childhood memory, feelings, home, food

The title of this picture, or painting,  
is Pentti Lyytinen Recites Poems in a Cottage in Savo.
It was painted by Robert Wilhelm Ekman in the year 1848.
It is 89.5 centimetres high and 104.5 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Robert Wilhelm Ekman was born in 1808 
and he died in 1873.

Ekman was a Finnish artist 
who studied and painted in Stockholm, 
but then returned to his home country, Finland.
There are often people in his pictures.
This painting shows people in Savo, in Eastern Finland.

The picture was painted more than 150 years ago.
Back then people lived differently than they do now.
The cottage in the picture is a small wooden house 
that has perhaps just one room.

In the picture, poet Pentti Lyytinen reads his poems aloud 
and others listen.
Many people are doing handicrafts as he reads.
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The big room in the cottage 
was used for cooking, living and sleeping.
It was a kitchen, a living room and a bedroom 
all at the same time.
The picture has many old objects 
that are no longer used today.

There are books and a quill pen, 
which means that the people in the cottage could read and write.
At the time when this picture was painted, 
not many people could read or write.

Glossary

Cottage  a small wooden house
Poet  someone whose work is to write poems
Handicrafts  making things with your hands, such as sewing 

clothes or curtains, or making things from wood
Quill pen  an old-fashioned pen made from a bird’s feather

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

Where was this picture painted?

What is Pentti Lyytinen doing?

What is a cottage?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 Which person in the picture is Pentti Lyytinen? Why?
•	 Who is the most interesting person in the picture? Why?
•	 What are the people in the picture doing? Have you done the same things yourself?
•	 What is the most interesting thing in the picture? Do you know what it does?
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Keywords: person, nature, journey, feelings, home, silence

The title of this picture, or painting, is Winter Landscape, After Sunset.
It was painted by Fanny Churberg in the year 1880.
It is 73.5 centimetres high and 105 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Fanny Churberg was born in 1845 
and she died in 1892.
She was a Finnish artist.

Fanny Churberg studied art in Düsseldorf in Germany.
She painted many landscapes and weather scenes, 
like sunshine, snowfall or storms.
One day she stopped painting 
and became an art critic.

In this picture a person is on the way home.
If you look across the lake to the right, 
you can see a house.
There is light in the window.
Someone is waiting there.
It is warm inside the house.

But there is still a long way to go.
The walker is wondering 
whether to walk across the ice or not.
It is a shortcut, 
but the ice can break.



50

There are large dark clouds in the sky.
Soon a storm will come and it will snow.
The sun turns the sky orange.
It will soon be dark too.

The traveller is tired.
Which route will this person choose?

Glossary

Winter landscape  picture of place in nature in winter
After sunset when the sun has gone behind the horizon and it gets dark
Weather  what it is like when the sun is shining or it is raining
Storm  when the wind is very strong and 

maybe there is a lot of rain
Art critic  someone who looks at art, thinks and writes about it
Traveller  someone who is going from one place to 

another; someone who travels
Shortcut a shorter way to a place
Route  path, or way

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What were Fanny Churberg’s two jobs?

What is the person in the picture thinking?

What will the weather be like soon?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 Do you like snow? Why?
•	 What will happen next in the picture?
•	 What is the most interesting thing in the picture?
•	 The person in the picture wants to get to a warm 

home soon. What would you like right now?
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Keywords: person, work, silence, friendship, feelings

The title of the picture, or painting, is Emil Wikström in His Studio in Paris.
It was painted by Dora Wahlroos in the year 1892.
It is 79 centimetres high and 63 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Dora Wahlroos was a Finnish artist. 
She was born in 1870 
and died in 1947.

Dora Wahlroos painted this picture of her friend and fiancé, 
whose name was Emil Wickström.
Wahlroos was a painter 
and Wickström was a sculptor.

In the picture, Wickström is sculpting in his studio.
A studio is a place where an artist works.
He is using a hammer and a chisel, 
which are tools.
A sculptor makes sculptures with tools.
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In sculpture, form is important.
Sculptures have three dimensions: 
height, width and depth.
Paintings usually have only two dimensions: 
height and width.

The man is very focused on his work.
There is a shelf on the wall 
with smaller sculptures on it.
They can be studies.

Glossary

Fiancé a man who is engaged to be married
Tool  a thing that is used to do something
Hammer a tool that you can use to drive a nail into a piece of wood
Chisel  a tool that is used to carve wood or stone
Form  the shape an object, such as a ball or a cube
Dimension  the three dimensions are how wide, 

tall or deep something is
Focused  when you concentrate on doing something 
Study  something that you make first to see how 

the thing will look in the end

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

Who made this picture?

Who is the person in the picture?

What is the person doing?

What tools is he using?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 Do you like sculptures?
•	 Have you ever made something yourself with a hammer and chisel?
•	 Can you make sculptures? Would you like to make sculptures?
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Keywords: childhood memory, feelings, nature, city, seasons, journey, friendship, 
sacred

The title of this picture, or painting, is The Wounded Angel.
It was painted by Hugo Simberg in the year 1903.
It is 127 centimetres high and 154 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Hugo Simberg was born in 1873 
and he died in 1917.
He was a Finnish artist.

There are three figures in the picture: 
two children and an angel.
The children are carrying the angel.
The angel is wounded.

Hugo Simberg painted this picture in Helsinki, 
on the shore of Töölönlahti Bay.
He was ill himself 
and sometimes had to stay in a hospital.
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People who saw the picture in a museum 
called it The Wounded Angel.
At first the artist did not give the picture its title.
Many people like this picture very much.
They come often to the museum just to see it.

Glossary

Wounded  when a person is hurt and has perhaps a cut
Angel  a person in stories or religions who brings 

messages to people from god
Figure  a person
Carry  take things from one place to another

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

Where was this picture painted?

Who gave the title The Wounded Angel to this picture?

What is going on in this picture?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 Do you think the title of the picture is good?
•	 What other title would be good for the picture?
•	 How do you feel when you look at the picture?
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Keywords: person, journey, feelings, work

The title of this picture, or painting, is Bust Portrait of a Black Man.
It was painted by Nils Jakob Olsson-Blommér between the years 1835 and 1853.
It is 55.9 centimetres high and 46.8 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas that was then glued on cardboard.

Nils Jakob Olsson-Blommér was born in 1816 
and he died in 1853.
He was a Swedish artist.
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Who is the man in the picture?
Many visitors in the museum ask this question.
When you look at pictures of people in a museum, 
some of them have their names 
written on a label next to the picture.
In some pictures of people there is no name.

Why are some names missing?

Artists are often asked to paint the picture
of someone who is rich and important.
Sometimes the person who wants the picture 
is the person himself, sometimes
it is the person’s workplace 
that wants his picture to be painted.

Some people work as a model for artists.
It means that the person is paid to pose for a picture.
The model’s name is often missing from the label.

The man in this picture is Pierre Louis Alexandre.
He was born in 1844 and he died in 1905.
He escaped from the French colony of Guyana in South America 
and travelled by boat to Sweden.

In Sweden, he worked in the port of Stockholm.
He worked as a stevedore.
A stevedore moves goods in and out of a ship.
It is hard work.

When artists saw him working in the port,
they thought he was strong and interesting.
They wanted him to work as a model for them.

When Pierre Louis Alexandre was a model, 
he got paid better than in the port.
The work of a model was also not as heavy.
He was the model for at least 28 paintings and two sculptures.
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Glossary

Bust portrait  a work of art that shows the upper part 
of a person, as in this picture

Cardboard  a material that is like paper but thicker and brown in colour
Label  a sign next to an artwork in a museum or gallery 

that offers information about the artwork, such as 
the name of the artist and title of the artwork

Missing  something that is not there although you expect it to be
Portrait  a work of art, a picture of a person
Escape  to run away from a place where you don’t want to be
Port  a place where ships come to take or leave goods
Move  to take something from one place to another

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

Why some pictures do not show the name of the person?

What was Pierre Louis Alexandre’s first job in Sweden? What was it after that?

Why was work as a model better job for him?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 Do you think this picture is interesting? Why?
•	 Why did artists think that Pierre Louis Alexandre was interesting?
•	 Pierre Louis Alexandre was an immigrant. What was 

good in his life? What was difficult in his life?
•	 What do you think – what makes life good?
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Keywords: person, home, family, city, music, leisure time and hobbies, love, party

The title of this picture, or painting, is Interior, Woman Playing the Piano.
It was painted by Sulho Sipilä in the year 1931.
It is 53.5 centimetres high and 64.5 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Sulho Sipilä was born in 1895 
and he died in 1949.
He was a Finnish artist.

The picture shows a living room in South Helsinki.
The woman playing the piano is Greta Hällfors-Sipilä, 
and the picture was painted by her husband, Sulho Sipilä.
They were both artists.

They painted modern pictures 
that were lively and colourful scenes
of their home, friends and relatives, 
summer holidays, everyday life and also parties.
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The couple loved a carefree life.
They were both very musical:
Sulho played the violin.
They played for friends at parties, 
but also for themselves at home.

The room in the picture looks cosy.
From the window you can see the town.
Music fills the room, and city life waits outside.

Glossary

Lively  full of life
Modern  new, up to date
Carefree  without worries, without stress
Musical someone who understands music, who 

can play an instrument and/or sing
Cosy  comfortable, like home

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

What is the place in this picture?

What instruments did the couple play and when?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 Do you think the room in the picture is cosy? Why?
•	 Is there something in the room that you want to have in your home? What is it?
•	 What is life in a city like? Is it a good life?
•	 Do you want to live in the city or in the countryside? Why?
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Keywords: person, journey, feelings, nature, seasons, love, friendship

The title of this picture, or painting, is Ulysses with Calypso.
It was painted by Maurice Denis in the year 1905.
It is 82.5 centimetres high and 116.5 centimetres wide.
It was painted with oil paint on canvas.

Maurice Denis was born in 1870 
and he died in 1943.
He was a French artist.

What beautiful colours!
This picture looks like paradise, 
a place of dreams.
The ground is full of purple flowers.
The sea is turquoise.
There is a rainbow in the sky.

It is very warm.
People are scantily dressed or naked.
Some of them are in the sea,
swimming or wading.

One person is petting goats.
It is very peaceful.

Two people are in the foreground on the right.
They are Ulysses and Calypso.
Just like in the title of this painting.
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According to the Greek legend, 
a king named Ulysses was shipwrecked on an island.
On the island, 
a nymph named Calypso kept Odysseus with her 
for seven years.

Finally, Odysseus returned home.
What happened to Calypso?
The story goes that she died of grief.
And that’s the end of the story.

Glossary

Purple a colour between blue and red
Turquoise a colour that is between green and blue
Rainbow  a line of many colours in the sky after rain
Scantily dressed wearing only a few clothes
Wade  walk with your feet in water
Pet  touch an animal, like scratching
Legend  a story from a long, long time ago
Shipwreck what happens when a ship breaks up at sea
Nymph  an fantasy woman who lives in the wild

Read the text out loud. Then answer the questions:

Why does this picture looks like paradise, a place of dreams?

What are the people in the picture doing? Write down three things!

Who are Ulysses and Calypso?

What do you think? Discuss with your pair!

•	 Would you like to visit the island in the picture? Why?
•	 What is your dream place?
•	 How can you go there?


